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. AGRICULTURE IN ALBANIA (SHORT INFORMATION)

Albania under Mediterranean climate zone
Averagealtitude > 700m abovethe sealevel.

Agriculture is estimatedat 22% of the GDP.
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Agriculture providestheincomes> 50% of rural population

F >100.000ha agricultureland= very suitable for olive tree

Agricultural sectorsuffersfrom the:
Asmall sizeof farms, 0.2 ha /percapita
Ahigher fragmentation of farm land,
which area barriersto productionandmarketing
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. DISTRIBUTION OF OLIVE TREES IN ALBANIA

Albania alsobelongsto the first & secondfavourable climatic zonesof

Olive treesdistribution(Koppenl1923.
The westernpart is under the influence of Adriatic & lonian seas
Local climatic variation occursfrom oneregion to another,

OO O N

= the specificolive genotypeswere grown in different ecologicalareas
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DISTRIBUTION OF OLIVE TREES IN ALBANIA

Olive treesareamong

? the most extensivelycultivatedcrops&

? important fruit tree crops grownALB.
&

? covernearl2% of thearableland

? (Ismaili 2013.

Ty

Main geographicproduction zonecovers

Adriatic sea

F coastlinefrom Sarandato Shkodra

F intermediate hills + inland river valleys
(Shkumbin, Osum, andVjosa rivers), 2

All thesezonespossesslive trees
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3. DYNAMIC OF OLIVE TREES IN ALBANIA (1912-2012)

From8.1 million in 1912the numberof olive
treesdecreasedo 1.768million by 1946

Large olive plantations were establishedin coastal
lands during (195590) period.

Privatization of land (in 199192), = resulted in
highly fragmented olive land.

Historically consideredto be sacred& well protected y laws,
= olive plantationssuffered massivedestruction (in 1990.

Thenumberof olivesdecreasedo 3.5 million by 1996

In transition period (1991 95) > 1.2million olive treesweredamaged
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DYNAMIC OF OLIVE TREES IN ALBANIA (1912-2012)

After restoredstability 1999, the numberof olivesincreasedearto 10 million
by 2013

Olive trees (000/trees) during 1912 - 2012 period
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5. STATUS OF OLD OLIVE TREES IN ALBANIA

Old olives (> 1000 years oljlare presented byindividuals or small group of
individuals (from 5 to 20olive trees/ha).

Olive trees(>100~500 years olparepresentedn blockswith 80i 100 plants/ha

Olives(~30-50 years old are presented by classical blocks (&0 olives/ha).
Recentlyfarmersare usingnodern hlgh densit{270-330 trees/ha) (as in EU,
USA, etc).

OLD OLIVE TREES

Therearel.7 million Old Olive Trees evaluated about 503000yearsold.
Nearl million wereinventoriedin (Vlora, Tirana,Kruja, Berat& Lezhaareas).

More than10% of Albanian olivesareevaluatedasvery old (10007 3000years
old) (Ismaili 2013;KafaziN. 1972).
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STATUS OF OLD OLIVE TREES IN ALBANIA

Old olive trees cover about 30% of total areas in Vlora County, and more than
60% of total areas with olive trees in Tirana County.

DISTRICT Total area Multi-Century Olives trees (50-70 | Planted after 1990
/ with olives old olive trees years old) year

COUNTY (ha) (ha) % (ha) % (ha) %
VLORA 10787 3199 30 6700 62 888 8
SARANDA 2050 4217 21 1486 72 136 7
DELVINA 1638 a0 1200 73 78 5
VLORA COUNTY 14475 9386 65 1102 8
TIRANA 2982 1845 62 806 27 330 11
KAVAJA 1521 9/ 8 333 2 246 16
TIRANA COUNTY

s 4 .
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Old olive trees (~ 1000-3000 years old)

VLORA m=mSARANDA w=DELVINA ®VLORA_COUNTY #=TIRANA  KAVAJA mTIRANA_COUNTY
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6. THE HISTORY, CULTURE AND MYTHS OF THE OLIVE TREE

F The olive may originated in Syria, Asia Minor, Ethiopia, Egypt, or
India.

F The spreadof the olive tree to western places(including Albania) is due
to Phoenicianswho tradedwith othermaritimecentres

F Greeksalsospreadt throughtheir colonies Later, the Romansexpanded
thetreethroughoutthe hugeempire

Hypothesisthat different species
are native to different areas proved
thatthe olive tree, in Albania

(= Mediterraneararea)

F took placeat the sametime

and
F is as old asn the other Mediterranea
neighbouring countries Greece, Italy).
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THE HISTORY, CULTURE AND MYTHS OF THE OLIVE TREE

There are several testimonial things that proved the olive tree presencen
different region of coastal part of Albania (= there are a lot of olive trees
morethan1000- 2000yearsold).

Scymnus(a GreekgeographerB cent B.C describespirus andlllyria asa
warm prosperouscountry, filled with good olives orchardsand vineyards
(Ismaili etal. 201Q KafaziN. 1972.

Strabon in hiswork i Ge o g r vargie WMa ramd fruitful is Illyria, asit is
full of olives andvineyardsexceptfor few regionsof harshc | I m&ullag &
2012.

During the Apollonic civilization the French merchantsdescribethe lllyrian-
Epiriotic wine andolive oil, importedfrom Apollonia, asreally delicious and
aromatic.
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THE HISTORY, CULTURE AND MYTHS OF THE OLIVE TREE

Julius Cesar describesAulona asa country with widespread olives of great
Importance

The lllyrians aredescribedasmastersof olive andgrapescultivation.

Olive oil processing referredby manyRomanscholarsasiOlea Liburnicumo
(Kullaj 2012 wasa mastery developedby thefamouslllyrians .

Moloses(lllyrians situatedin Southermpartof lllyria) know cultivation of olive
trees 6000 years BC (Ismaili 2013 Fetahy 2012, and spread the olive,
throughthe harboursof Apollonia, Aulona EpidammeandScutari

In ancient civilization centres(> 2500 year$, such ag\ntipatreig Scampi,

Aulona Byllis, Olympe Amantig Albanopolis etc there areld olive trees
whose age corresponds to the age of those ancient centres.
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THE HISTORY, CULTURE AND MYTHS OF THE OLIVE TREE

The culture of the olive treeis manifested in many different ways (objects,
arts, customs,religious, magicalrituals, medicals cosmeticsgetc).

lllyrians hasregardedheolive treesacredfor thousand®f years
Theolive tree hasservedasa symbol of peace life, andfertility .

In battlesthe mainfood of lllyrian soldierswas olives+ oil + bread.
Scanderbedfacedthirsty of soldiersusing dried olive fruits duringthebattles

A young couple, to be blessed was obliged by Scanderbegrulesto grown,
beforemarriage,10 olive trees

Popular tradition assignsthe olive tree a divine origin and
thetreeis associatedavith rituals onspecialoccasionssuchasweddings etc
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THE HISTORY, CULTURE AND MYTHS OF THE OLIVE TREE

The antiquity of olivestree in Albaniais evidentbecausehere are currently
a lot of centennialindividuals (especiallyin TR andVL areas)

In Tirana areas(Petrela Lanabregas Tufin, Preze Brret & Tujan) old olive
trees which havea measuredperimeter up to 30 meters were evaluatedup
to 3000yearsold (Ismaili etal. 2013.

A coupleof olives

In forestof Brret village
(nearof Tirana)are
evaluatedabout
3000yearsold.

(Photo©H. Ismaili)
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/. THE ANTIQUE OLIVE OIL PROCESSING

In the past near70% of olive fruits were processedusing antigue methods
especiallyoil mills with stones

Otherpartabout30% of olivesis processedisingtraditional family methods
(by feetandhandsandwarm water)

Oil Mills with round stoneswerethe basicmethod usedin the past

Olive stones have been found in several archaeological excavatioRsoof of
olive processing dates back to thecgntury AC.

According to 1940 inventory therewere 546 oil mills in Albania, and near
88% of thosewasinventoriedin Vlora, Delving, MallakastraandTiranaareas

In this studyareidentified 283 oil mills (or the restsof oil mills) in 84 villages
of VloraandTiranaCounties
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THE ANTIQUE OLIVE OIL PROCESSING

Number ofvillages and Olive Oil Millan Viora and Tirana Counties
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